In recent years, the emerging concept of bronchial inflammation as a prominent histopathologic characteristic of asthma has profoundly modified the view of the role of the mast cell, which was traditionally thought to be linked to (Fig 1) 
asthma.
MC Mediators and Intermittent Asthma
The MC has long been considered to be involved in the pathogenesis of acute bronchoconstriction through IgE-mediated release of preformed and newly generated mediators (Fig 1) . Consequently, much informa¬ tion has been added to our 
